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Impact of Herpes Zoster

Increased risk of complications after age 50

• post-herpetic neuralgia

• herpes zoster ophthalmicus (vision loss) 

• bacterial superinfection 

• cranial and peripheral nerve palsies

• meningoencephalitis

About 1 in 3 US 
adults will 

develop Shingles 
in their lifetime



• Review indications, 
contraindications and special 
considerations for herpes zoster 
vaccination

• Estimate coverage and cost of 
Recombinant Zoster Vaccine (RZV)

• Know how to report a possible 
adverse event using VAERS

Objectives



Case

74 y/o female here today for a Medicare Wellness Visit. Her history is significant for  
hypertension, CKD stage 3, hyperlipidemia and a liver transplant 9 years ago for 
chronic HBV and cirrhosis. 

Medications: amlodipine 5mg QD, pravastatin 20mg QD, tacrolimus 1mg BID

Is she a candidate for zoster vaccination? 

If so, how can you counsel her about the cost of the vaccine?



Indications

• Age > 50

• Age > 18 if (or will be) 
immunodeficient or 
immunosuppressed because of 
disease or therapy

Dose #1

1 mo 2 mo ------------------------ 6 mo

Dose #2

Immunocompromised
Dose #2



Special 
Considerations

• Prior shingles
• No specific time frame

• Avoid in acute infection

• Prior vaccination with Zostavax
• Administer Shingrix 5+ years later

• Earlier is likely fine, base decision 
on age and risk factors 

• Unknown varicella exposure
• No need to routinely test

• If varicella serology is available and 
is negative, follow guidance for 
varicella immunization



Precautions & 
Contraindications

• Severe allergic reaction to any 
component of the vaccine or 
after initial dose of vaccine

• Current shingles 

• Pregnancy

• Prior Guillain-Barré Syndrome is 
not a contraindication 



Insurance 
Coverage

• Medicare
• Not covered by Parts A and B

• Part D (partial or full)

• Medicaid (some)

• Commercial Insurance (some)

• Uninsured/Patient Assistance 



$343.13 series

$171.57 per dose

RZV Cost

https://www.gskforyou.com/programs/vaccines-patient-assistance/

• No third-party 
vaccine coverage

• Medicare Part D 
with having spent 
over $600 on 
prescription 
medications in the 
calendar year



Vaccine Adverse 
Event Reporting

• Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 
System (VAERS)

• Anyone can report

• REQUIRED
• Adverse event listed in the VAERS 

Table of Reportable Events Following 
Vaccination

• Adverse event that is a 
contraindication to subsequent doses

• RECOMMENDED 
• Vaccine administration errors
• Any adverse event after vaccination, 

even if causal relationship is uncertain

https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS_Table_of_Reportable_Events_Following_Vaccination.pdf


Vaccine Adverse 
Event Reporting 
System (VAERS)

info@VAERS.org

1-800-822-7967

https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html

mailto:info@VAERS.org


• Review indications, 
contraindications and special 
considerations for herpes zoster 
vaccination

• Estimate coverage and cost of 
Recombinant Zoster Vaccine (RZV)

• Know how to report a possible 
adverse event using VAERS

Summary
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